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These descriptions and illustrations of the corporal and
spiritual works of mercy can be expanded and adapted
to particular and local circumstances. What matters is
taking the direction of the works of mercy and bringing
them into the circumstances of our lives.
May the Blessed Virgin Mary, who is Mother of the Lord
and the Mother of Mercy, intercede for us. May she pray
for us that we will become the people of God’s mercy,
received and given.
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Bear patiently those who do us ill
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience. Bear
with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another,
forgive each other... Col 3:12-13
• To bear patiently with difficult people means holding them in the mystery
of God.
• To bear patiently means, as Pope Francis has indicated, to see others through
the eyes of Jesus who saw them beyond their weaknesses and failings
(Evangelii Gaudium, 141).
• To bear patiently with others means taking those difficult situations in daily
life and responding to them rather than reacting to them, for example, when
waiting in a slow line or when “offended” by someone in traffic.

Pray for the living and the dead
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions,
and thanksgivings be made for everyone... 1 Tim 2:1
• To pray for the living and the dead means to be an intercessory presence in
the world.
• To pray for all means to hold and lift up all people before God.
• To pray for the dead means calling on the mercy of God to purify those who
need purification so that they can enter the fullness of life and quickly see
God face to face.
• To pray for all may mean creating a prayer space or bulletin board with
pictures and names of those for whom you are praying.
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CORPORAL WORKS OF MERCY
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of mercies and the God of all consolation, who consoles us
in all our affliction, so that we may be able to console those who
are in any affliction with the consolation with which we ourselves
are consoled by God. 2 Cor 1:3-4

Then Jesus called his disciples to him and said, ‘I have compassion
for the crowd, because they have been with me now for three days
and have nothing to eat; and I do not want to send them away
hungry, for they might faint on the way.’ Mt 15:32

Comfort the afflicted

Feed the hungry

• Feeding the hungry can be a task of daily life, for example, in a family it means
cooking for each other and helping young and old to feed themselves.
• Feeding the hungry can also be an extension of care to those who are our
neighbors and need food, for example, through Catholic Charities suppers
and parish food drives.

• To comfort the afflicted means, first of all, to be present to those who
struggle or suffer in any way—spiritual, physical and emotional.
• To comfort the afflicted means being available to suffering people and to
offer help in whatever way is possible, perhaps by writing a note, bringing a
meal or assuring them of prayers.

• To forgive means to take to heart the Lord’s Prayer where we pray for
forgiveness as we have forgiven others.

• Giving drink to the thirsty in our time can mean caring for the precious
resource of water, so people can live and crops can grow, for example, by
reducing water waste (eartheasy.com/live_water_saving.htm).

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will
also forgive you; but if you do not forgive others, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses. Mt 6:14-15

...and whoever gives even a cup of cold water to one of these little
ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will
lose their reward. Mt 10:42

Forgive those who hurt us

Give drink to the thirsty

• To comfort the afflicted means being a sign of hope to them and so to
encourage their perseverance.

• Feeding the hungry can also be care extended to those far away but hungry
because of famine or natural disasters, for example, through Catholic Relief
Services and Feed My Starving Children.

• Giving drink to the thirsty also means outreach to those who have been
severely affected by drought throughout the world, for example, through
Catholic Relief Services.
• Giving drink to the thirsty can mean learning more about those who go
without clean water and proper sanitation (www.crs.org/water-andsanitation-water-and-environment and Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato Si’).

• To forgive is to receive a gift from the Holy Spirit: ...he breathed on them and
said to them, ‘Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive the sins of any, they are
forgiven them...’ Jn 20:22-23
• To forgive also means extending forgiveness even if it has not been requested
and to do this as Jesus did on the cross: ‘Father, forgive them; for they do not
know what they are doing.’ Lk 23:34
• To forgive others can begin with acquiring the habit of asking for forgiveness
from others.
• To forgive others may mean identifying people in prayer whom you need to
forgive and those from whom you need to ask forgiveness.
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Teach those who lack knowledge

Clothe the naked

...whoever does them [these commandments] and teaches them
will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. Mt 5:19

And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the
field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even
Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But
if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and
tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe
you—you of little faith? Mt 6:28-30

• To teach those who lack knowledge means, first of all, those who do not
know the ways of faith.
• To teach means sharing God’s good Word and the traditions of faith through
evangelization, catechesis, faith formation and witness—today perhaps by
using social media.
• To teach others means other forms of teaching that will benefit them for
living, for example, language, literacy and practical skills, for example, by
volunteering at tutoring programs through your parish or Catholic Charities.

• To clothe the naked is to participate in the work of God’s providence in caring
for those in need, either close to home or around the globe through agencies
such as Catholic Charities or Catholic Relief Services.
• To clothe the naked is to care for people in various situations of vulnerability,
those without shelter, protection or homes.

Admonish sinners

• To clothe the naked may mean organizing and supporting a parish clothing
and coat drive.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one
another in all wisdom... Col 3:16

Welcome the stranger

• To admonish sinners means that with tact and discretion we offer a word to
those who have embraced a path that sets them against themselves, against
others and even against God.

You shall also love the stranger, for you were strangers in the land
of Egypt. Dt 10:19

• To admonish sinners is not a matter of judging those who do wrong but
rather a genuine attempt to coax the good from them and to unite with them
in their struggle by encouraging positive directions.

• To welcome the stranger first means building bridges across divisions and
boundaries—of race, ethnicity, culture and language—that make us strangers
to each other.

• To admonish sinners can mean giving a positive witness to a more authentic
way of living and being.

• To welcome the stranger can mean redoubling our efforts to connect with
parishioners in our sharing parish.
• To welcome the stranger for us today means to be aware of the migration of
peoples throughout the world, especially those who are refugees.
• To welcome the stranger means extending a helping hand to immigrants who
have come among us, for example, by supporting and participating in the
Catholic Charities Refugee Resettlement Program.
• To welcome the stranger means making a deliberate effort to welcome those
who move into our neighborhood or parish.
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After these things, Joseph of Arimathea, who was a disciple of
Jesus, though a secret one because of his fear of the Jews, asked
Pilate to let him take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave him
permission; so he came and removed his body...because it was the
Jewish day of Preparation, and the tomb was nearby, they laid
Jesus there. Jn 19:38, 42

Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told
him about her at once. He came and took her by the hand and
lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve them.
Mk 1:30-31

Bury the dead

Visit the sick

• To visit the sick is to accompany and assist them, those who are close to
us but also those who are most alone or isolated in their illness, through
volunteer work at hospitals or parish outreach ministries.

• To bury the dead means caring for the remains of those who have died and, in
a particular way, the indigent and forgotten.

• To bury the dead means caring for orphans and poor widows throughout the
world, for example, through Catholic Charities or Catholic Relief Services.

• To visit the sick also means advocacy for the sick, whether in the public realm
or through support of private efforts.

• To bury the dead can also include the services rendered around funerals, such
as planning, singing in a choir and preparing meals.

• To visit the sick means to bring comfort to those who struggle with mental
health, those who are depressed or anxious and often excluded.

• To bury the dead also means caring for those grieving and left behind by
following up with them after the funeral and around the anniversary of death,
for example, through outreach in your parish community.

• To visit the sick means care for those who are aged by helping with yard work
or snow shoveling or taking them to doctor’s appointments or bringing a
meal to them, for example, through the Little Brothers - Friends of the Elderly
or your parish’s senior citizen group.

• To visit the sick means helping and supporting those who are disabled.

Visit the imprisoned
For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him,
and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s
wife, because Herod had married her. Mk 6:17
• To visit the imprisoned means precisely that, visiting those incarcerated.
• To visit the imprisoned also means care for the families of the imprisoned, for
example, by supporting the work of Kolbe House.
• To visit the imprisoned in our context means working for restorative justice
that heals and not simply for a justice concerned about punishment.
• To visit the imprisoned means to extend care to the victims of crimes and to
work for the eradication of violence in society, especially because of drugs,
domestic violence and human trafficking.

SPIRITUAL WORKS OF MERCY
Counsel the doubtful
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of
quarrelling over opinions...We who are strong ought to put up with
the failings of the weak... Rom 14:1; 15:1
• To counsel the doubtful means, first of all, welcoming others, listening to
them and receiving their struggles as they grapple with the challenges of life,
faith and the future.
• To counsel also means to accompany people, to walk with them and doing so
in simple ways.
• To counsel the doubtful includes encouragement through a word of faith.
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world, for example, through Catholic Charities or Catholic Relief Services.

• To visit the sick also means advocacy for the sick, whether in the public realm
or through support of private efforts.

• To bury the dead can also include the services rendered around funerals, such
as planning, singing in a choir and preparing meals.

• To visit the sick means to bring comfort to those who struggle with mental
health, those who are depressed or anxious and often excluded.

• To bury the dead also means caring for those grieving and left behind by
following up with them after the funeral and around the anniversary of death,
for example, through outreach in your parish community.

• To visit the sick means care for those who are aged by helping with yard work
or snow shoveling or taking them to doctor’s appointments or bringing a
meal to them, for example, through the Little Brothers - Friends of the Elderly
or your parish’s senior citizen group.

• To visit the sick means helping and supporting those who are disabled.

Visit the imprisoned
For Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him,
and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s
wife, because Herod had married her. Mk 6:17
• To visit the imprisoned means precisely that, visiting those incarcerated.
• To visit the imprisoned also means care for the families of the imprisoned, for
example, by supporting the work of Kolbe House.
• To visit the imprisoned in our context means working for restorative justice
that heals and not simply for a justice concerned about punishment.
• To visit the imprisoned means to extend care to the victims of crimes and to
work for the eradication of violence in society, especially because of drugs,
domestic violence and human trafficking.

SPIRITUAL WORKS OF MERCY
Counsel the doubtful
Welcome those who are weak in faith, but not for the purpose of
quarrelling over opinions...We who are strong ought to put up with
the failings of the weak... Rom 14:1; 15:1
• To counsel the doubtful means, first of all, welcoming others, listening to
them and receiving their struggles as they grapple with the challenges of life,
faith and the future.
• To counsel also means to accompany people, to walk with them and doing so
in simple ways.
• To counsel the doubtful includes encouragement through a word of faith.
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